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Efficient management, collaboration result in fiscally healthy schools 

Like any business or organization, a school district constantly searches for 

ways to save money, keeping a watchful eye on expenditures while it strives to 

provide quality service to its community. In Williamsville, we have been aggressive 

in seeking collaborations that lead to cost savings for our schools and our 

taxpayers. A few of the many cost saving ventures used to maximize every dollar 

we spend include: cooperative purchasing contracts with the Town of Amherst to 

buy gasoline and rock salt; participation in the Amherst Utility Cooperative, 

partnering with local municipalities and neighboring school districts to buy 

electricity and natural gas on the open market at a reduced cost; and utilizing 

government and BOCES purchasing contracts for computers, software, office and 

classroom supplies.   In addition, the District has a centralized purchasing 

department that employs a competitive bid process to procure the best product or 

service for the best price.  Also, through a community-supported facilities 

improvement program, the District has installed energy efficient classroom lighting 

in all schools, which has reaped significant savings in utility costs. Last year, the 

District completed a comprehensive audit of its energy usage that has resulted in 

recommendations that will allow us to achieve even greater energy savings in the 

year ahead.  

While the Williamsville culture of academic excellence, high expectations, and 

support for student success are highly touted, the District also has been diligent in 

its fiscal management, taking our responsibility to taxpayers very seriously. For 

example, we have been aggressive in pursuing debt pay downs whenever possible. 

This diligence was acknowledged recently when Moody’s Investors Service 

upgraded the District’s bond rating to Aa3, citing strong financial operations and a 

below average debt level. Williamsville is the only school district in Erie County to 

receive the upgraded rating. At the same time, the school tax rate decreased for 



the second consecutive year and most homeowners in the District will see a 

reduction in their school tax bill this fall. 

On another note, we recently received some exciting news concerning the 

District Planetarium. Through the efforts of U.S. Congressman Thomas Reynolds, 

Williamsville will receive a $200,000 state government grant to be used for much-

needed upgrades to the Planetarium. For those who may not be aware, 

Williamsville maintains the only operable school-based planetarium in New York 

State, west of Herkimer. This tremendous science education tool is accessible to 

every teacher, student and classroom in Western New York. However, after nearly 

four decades, it has become essential to update both the projection equipment and 

the presentation software. The District, in conjunction with the Williamsville 

Education Foundation, Inc., has embarked upon a fundraising effort to raise the 

necessary money to preserve and enhance this community gem. Thanks to Mr. 

Reynolds, we are well on our way to realizing our goal. These efforts, collectively, 

will result in significant improvements to this science discovery tool at no cost to 

taxpayers. 

Finally, last week we welcomed back over 10,600 students to a new school 

year.  In a district the size of Williamsville, planning and preparedness are essential 

in order to ease the transition from summer’s end to the classroom. Thanks to the 

outstanding efforts of our staff at every level, I am happy to report that we had a 

smooth start to what I am sure will be a productive and successful year for our 

students.  

  

 

 

 


